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with France. Fox condemned the peace quite sincerely,
and to argue that his opposition was factious on the ground
that he concluded a peace when he was Foreign Secretary
in the Coalition Ministry, without substantial alterations, is
to forget that the preliminaries were binding. Fox certainly
got better terms in detail for England than the terms he
criticised, but it was impossible for him to reopen the
negotiations. North again could conscientiously criticise
the terms of peace. He believed that it was possible to
rescue the American loyalists from the vengeance of their
countrymen, and though that is a belief which most persons
nowadays, knowing the efforts made not only by Shelburne
but also by Vergennes, will reject, there is nothing to
suggest that North's indignation was hypocritical. But
when Fox and North combined to censure the peace, how-
ever genuine their motives might be, their action inevitably
bore a rather invidious appearance to men who remembered
how often Fox had accused North of wearing out the
strength of the nation in a dishonourable war, and thought
that If the peace was a reproach to England, the stigma of
it belonged to Fox's ally rather than to his opponents.
These circumstances all helped to alienate popular support
from Fox by wrapping round him mystery and suspicion.
Yet Fox and Lord John Cavendish were both re-elected with-
out opposition when the Coalition Ministry was formed, and
the King never thought of dissolving Parliament as a possible
means of escape from that Ministry, two facts which show
conclusively that there was as yet nothing like the popular
tumult of anger and distrust which was to sweep the Whigs
to the four winds in the following spring. But the Ministry,
compact and loyal to its main object, had not behind it the
weight of popular opinion that it needed for an encounter
with the King and his battalions. Burke's mishap over the
two clerks who had been rightly dismissed by Barr6, the
effects of which were not quite obliterated by all Fox's adroit
handling of an awkward situation, helped to increase the
public misgiving; the grave mistake of asking for a great